
343Chapter 12: Alcohol and Drug Abuse

What Does It Mean to Me?
What is the drinking policy on your campus? Does your campus culture promote safe 
drinking? What educational or service programs are provided for students who abuse alcohol?

Punishment or Treatment?
Stricter federal policies have increased the number of men and women serving jail or 
prison time for drug-related offenses. As conflict and symbolic interaction theories 
suggest, drug laws are not enforced equally, with certain groups being singled out. 
Although most illicit drug users are White, Blacks constitute about 80% to 90% of 
all people sent to prison on drug charges (Fellner 2000). Nationwide, Black men are 
sent to state prison on drug charges at 13 times the rate of White men (Fellner 2000). 
Most women in prison are untreated substance abusers incarcerated for nonviolent 
offenses (Alleyne 2007). Drug enforcement usually targets urban and poor neighbor-
hoods while ignoring drug use among middle- or upper-class people. Whereas our 
society treats middle- or upper-class drug use as a personal crisis, lower-class drug 
use is defined as criminal. Consider, for example, how the media reported the drug 
treatment of celebrities Lindsay Lohan and Britney Spears—was either referred to 
as a criminal?
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Figure 12.4   �Heavy alcohol use among adults aged 18 to 22, by college enrollment: 2002 
to 2013

SOURCE: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration 2014.

Federal Drug Laws and 
Criminal Sentencing


